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Please distribute this newsletter to friends, relatives and co-workers. Running some
copies off and putting them in a vet office, pet stores or any public place would be
appreciated!!

March PetSmart
Adoption Day

a Great Success!

W e all have read those lists of most
f requently asked questions. Well, here is
a question that we—as fosters—hear

fairly often. “How can you give up these wonderf u l
dogs that you foster?” It’s not easy, believe me! I
think most of us have adopted at least one of our
fosters. 

For me, the one who caught my heart and wouldn’t
let go was Gracie, a pup who came to me with a
s e ve re case of mange. How could I say goodbye to
her after witnessing her courage in ove rcoming the
odds that we re stacked against her? She surv i ved her
battle with mange and now she is mine! 

I think I am speaking for eve ry foster when I say
that we would probably keep each one of our fosters 
if we could. But being realistic, we know when we
take these precious dogs into our homes that they
a re only with us for a while. We re a l i ze that the time
we have to nurt u re and care for them will be limit-
ed. But we willingly and joyfully take on the
responsibility of loving these dogs back to health
and security because of people like yo u — t h e
a wesome individuals and families who adopt our
fosters. How rew a rding and uplifting it is to place
these “babies” of ours into the care of people who
a re committed and caring and want to provide a
home filled with love for them. That makes eve ry
moment of fostering and eve ry part of saying
g o o d bye worthwhile. These dogs are not fort u n a t e
because we take them into our homes to foster.
They are fortunate because there are wonderf u l
people out there who take them into their hearts for
the rest of their lives. 

So we let them go with a touch of sadness, but also with great joy because we know their futures are
bright and filled with hope and happiness. 

How do we let them go?
Stephanie Grossnickle

Gracie before

Gracie after

March PetSmart
Adoption Day

a Great Success!
Crista Detweiler

On Sunday, March 6th, Furry Friends
Network hosted an Easter-themed pet
adoption day at PetSmart in Mechanics-
burg, and raised over $350.00. Volunteers
donned bunny ears and dished out
vegetable soup, hot dogs and sausages to
hungry shoppers. Our tables overflowed
with yummy baked goods, peanut butter
Easter eggs, cat and dog Easter baskets and
cookbooks.

Several FFN “adoptees” were also there,
being their charming selves and hoping to
find their forever homes. We would like to
give a big thanks to PetSmart and to all of
the volunteers who helped to make this day
a success! Thank you also to everyone who
came out to support Furry Friends!

Furry Friends can be found at Petsmart in
Mechanicsburg the first Sunday of every
month. We hope to see you there.
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Helpful  Hints

L yme disease is caused by the bacteria,
B o r relia burggdorferi, which is transm i t t e d
to dogs, cats, and humans thro u g h the bite

of an infected deer tick. Deer ticks are found in
wooded areas, fields, and even neighborhood yard s .

I have found in our practice that there is a com-
mon misconception that Lyme disease is not a
t h reat in indoor dogs. Un f o rt u n a t e l y, this is not
the case. We have seen over 250 patients with
Lyme disease at our hospital! These are indoor,
family pets who go outside to play in the yard
with their families and go on walks each day
t h rough the neighborhood. Most of the time,
their owners re p o rt seeing ve ry few, if any, ticks
on their pet.

Fo rt u n a t e l y, veterinarians have a ve ry sensitive
and reliable test available to screen our patients
for Lyme Disease. The test will not be interf e re d
with by the Lyme disease vaccination. This blood
test, which can be done in the office, takes about
10 minutes for results and also checks for heart-
worm disease and Ehrlichia (another tick-borne
disease). If a positive test results occurs, the pet is
t reated with a 28-day course of antibiotic effective
against the Borrelia organism. Since Lyme disease
can become chronic and even fatal if left untre a t e d ,
our office recommends treatment re g a rdless of
whether the pet has current symptoms.

O ver 50% of the patients that we have seen have
had no re p o rted symptoms. But many dogs have
p resented with sudden or chronic lameness

(limping) or joint swelling, feve r, loss of appetite,
l e t h a r g y, or swollen glands. Dogs have also pre-
sented to us with symptoms of kidney failure ,
l i ver disease, and neurologic disorders. Ma n y
times, although no symptoms we re re p o rted by
the owners at the time of diagnosis, after seve r a l
days of treatment, owners call to re p o rt their pets
a re feeling better than they’ve felt in months.

To pre vent Lyme disease infection or re - i n f e c t i o n,
I recommend both tick pre vention and Ly m e
disease vaccination. Frontline is the best way to
p re vent fleas and ticks on your pet. It is topical
medication that is applied to the skin betwe e n
the shoulders once monthly used ye a r - ro u n d .
This will kill ticks before they are able to transmit
Lyme disease-a tick must be attached and feed
for at least 24 hours before it can transmit Ly m e
disease. Frontline also helps protect your family
by making sure any ticks that are brought inside
on your pet are not alive to bite and transmit
Lyme disease to the humans in the household.

Lyme disease vaccination is also recommended to
help pre vent Lyme disease in your dog. Your dog
should be tested for Lyme disease before the first
vaccine is given. A series of 2 booster va c c i n e s ,
g i ven 2-3 weeks apart, are re q u i red initially. T h e n ,
the Lyme vaccine is given annually.

I would encourage eve ryone to take Lyme disease
s e r i o u s l y, for themselves and their pets. Please have
your dogs tested, use tick pre vention, and va c-
cinate against Lyme Disease so that we can help
eradicate this disease.

Lyme Disease
A Bigger Poblem than You Know
Jennifer L. Todd, D.V.M – Lambs Gap Animal Hospital

Jordy  Hi my name is Jo rdy and
I am a Senior Cocker Spaniel. I like to play and
chase toys. I especially love treats and will sit all
day if you are giving me love and attention.
I am a real charm in the bathtub—I just stand
t h e re like a little tro o p e r. 

I am pretty good around other dogs, but I guess
I have to get used to that, as my foster mom isn’t
getting rid of hers—No Wa y.  Benji is one of my
foster mom’s dogs and we follow my mom
e ve ryplace she goes. Under her feet all the time.
She keeps telling us “Will you two go play?”
Guess she’s afraid she’ll step on us. 

I really am a sweet little boy and ve ry attentive .
I had some skin problems, but they’re all cleaned
up now and I’m a ve ry handsome boy. I liked to
be groomed. I’ll just lay and let you brush me all
d a y. I also like sleeping on the bed at night. I’d
make a wonderful companion for an older
person or couple.

Do n’t you think I deserve a quiet home where
I can spend the rest of my golden years with
someone who will love and cherish me and in
return I would give them a lot of joy and
c o m p a n i o n s h i p. 

You can find my bio on
Fu r ry f r i e n d s n e t w o rk.com and fill out an
application if yo u’re interested in me.

■ In this hot weather, remember to
never leave any animals in your
car.  Even with the windows
cracked, temperatures in a car,
can reach in excess of 110° in
just a few minutes.

■ Keep cats indoors at all times.

■ Ensure animals have access to
fresh water at all times and are
protected from the sun.

■ Dogs should be given he a r t w o r m
a nd flea pre v e ntative (Int e rc e p t o r
a nd Fro nt L i ne) to keep them safe
f rom fleas, int e s t i nal para s i t e s
a nd he a r t w o r ms.

Helpful  HintsFurry Friends Network is gearing up
for a Longaberger Basket Raffle
F u n d r a i s e r. If you have a gently used
or new Longaberger basket you would
l i ke to contribute or would like to
m a ke a monetary donation so that
FFN can purchase a basket, please
email furryfriendsnet@aol.com 
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Tiga goes to Jail
Robin Scherer

T iga is an energetic German Sh e p h e rd /
L a b / Ro t t weiler mix that came upon
rough times in December 2004. Sh e

found herself homeless in a shelter because she
c h ewed up a boat seat. Tiga went to a foster home,
got adopted and was returned within a few days
because she was too much for the home to
handle. From there, she went to the kennel, then
to another foster home, which also sent her back
to the kennel because she was too much to
handle. 

Despite our best efforts, Tiga was being passed
a round like a hotcake, and we needed to find her
some serious help. Then came the day we found
out Tiga was accepted into the HOPE pro g r a m
( Hounds of Prison Education). All of the dogs
accepted into the HOPE Program are under the
p rofessional supervision of Amy Powell, owner of
Doggie U. She provides the inmate handlers an
in depth training course and monitors the
p ro g ress of the dogs over an eight week session.
Tiga and the other program participants live
with their handlers in their cells and learn basic

obedience. This program helps the less adoptable
dogs get the training they so desperately need,
while also helping the inmates learn patience,
respect, responsibility and so much more. 

We are pleased to announce that Tiga was
adopted on July 10th.

Another “inmate” of the HOPE program is
L i n d s a y. He re is an excerpt from her diary —

Hello HOPE Program and my adorning public;

Wow, what a weekend!!! My handler gave me a

bath on Friday and I really don’t like that! I did

better than the last time, but that water is still

way too cold. I love the toweling off, though.

Then, I got all brushed out and I looked

marvelous! Jimmy was really impressed, as well

he should be. Then my handler gave Jimmy a

bath and he looked great and smelled really

good too. He is such a stud. We played together

almost all day long. Saturday we all were out in

the yard by 6:30 am and stayed out until 10:30

when the HOPE Program volunteers came to

get us for our first public appearance. We went

to Malec’s Pet Shop and I had families waiting

to meet me and other families came throughout

the day. It was tough to give everyone my full

attention though because there was so much

going on and it was a new place with lots of

new smells and other dogs. I got to eat lots of

hot dogs and show off all my tricks and skills.

It was a very long day but lots of fun. I got back

to my cell and just collapsed right in my water

bowl. I was so tired. My handler was so glad to

see me and I was only gone 3 1/2 hours. He’s

got to get a grip … lol! Sunday we trained for a

long time. We did lots of walking and practiced

wait and come. Then finally Jimmy and I got to

play. We played tag and hide and seek in the

yard. Boy can he run, I think he plays hard to

get but I know he likes me. How could he not …

I’m sooo cute. I would like to take an opportunity

to thank the families that came out to meet me

and spend time with me. I would also like to tell

my foster mom that I miss her and my fur

brother and sisters please tell them I said hello.

But I must say I am having a wonderful time

and I love everyone in the program. But, I’m

crossing my paws that one of the families that

came to see me or has filled out an application

on me works out to be my forever home. After

all, I am working really hard in here just so that

I can please my new family …

Anxiously awaiting,

Lindsay

The Hounds of Prison Education (HOPE)
Program is sponsored by the Central
Pennsylvania Animal Alliance (CPAA). CPAA is
a non-profit alliance of over 25 area shelters
and rescue organizations working together to
save the lives of dogs, cats and other
companion animals through improved public
education, increased adoption rates and
aggressive spay/neuter programs. CPAA is an
a l l - v o l u n t e e r, 501c3 organization that receives
no government funding.

F u r ry Friends Netwo rk is collecting Soda Cans to help cover the cost of vet bills.Please drop off any empty,
cleaned, and crushed cans at Pe t s m a rt in Mechanicsburg the first Sunday of eve ry month or email
F u r ry f r i e n d s n e t . c o m to make arrangements to drop cans off.

Cans, Cans and more Cans…Cans, Cans and more Cans…
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I t’s eight o’clock in the morning and we are
busily loading crates into our vans.  T h e
cold, crisp air keeps us moving.  Ro b i n

(FFN President) is dashing from one crate to the
next with her tape and pieces of paper, deciding
which dog will fit in which crate—and this is all
p retty much based on guesswork because none
of us have ever seen these dogs yet.  We are
p reparing for a transport .

The energy level and anticipation are high. We
a re wondering about the dogs we will be meeting
this day, wondering about their untold stories,
wondering about their futures too. As we pull
away in the vans to begin our journey, we say a
little prayer in our hearts for a safe trip and feel
the adrenaline rushing through our bodies as we
anticipate the hours to come.

Impatiently we drive to the meeting place,
hoping to find it easily, hoping our timing is
good so that we can connect with those
t r a n s p o rting the dogs to us.  Ok a y, there’s the
spot where we are supposed to meet—quiet, out
of the way—and there are the vehicles filled with
the dogs we are so anxious to see.  Now our
h e a rts are pounding and we are thinking of these
dear dogs we are going to meet—who have been
subjected to conditions too harsh to dwell on,
who have been abandoned and uncared for
t h rough no fault of their ow n .

He re they are—the reason we do this—dogs of
all colors and sizes, some friendly and eager,
some frightened and nervous.  They are anxious
to be released from their crates, to stretch their
legs, drink some re f reshing water, use the
“ b a t h room facilities” which happen to be nice
grassy fields.  We are “oohing and aahing” ove r
these sweet dogs, noticing that this one has
f u z z y, soft hair and that one is walking with a
slight limp.  We walk them and talk with them

and try to soothe their fears.  All too soon, it is
time to once again crate our newfound friends.
They are n’t quite ready to climb back into the
crates we have pre p a red for them, but they seem
to sense that the journey must continue so they
can reach their final destination. They are ve ry
c o o p e r a t i ve !

The ride back is filled with a different kind of
anticipation.  Now that these dogs are safe in 
our care, we are anxious for them to be
welcomed into the warm and loving arms of
their foster families.  We—and they—are
d reaming of all of the possibilities and joys that
their futures may h o l d .

At the final stop, Robin again is busily making
s u re eve ryone is ready and pre p a red for these
n ew companions who are arriving.  With each
t r a n s p o rt, her hopes and dreams are once again
re a l i zed—for she is the source from which
e ve rything flows.  These precious dogs are give n
a “second chance” because so many people—
f rom Robin to the drivers to the fosters to the
a d o p t e r s — c a re deeply.  It has been a good day
and hopefulness settles into our hearts.  We can
go home and rest and know that these re s c u e d
dogs are safe.

The day of a Transport
Stephanie Grossnickle

F u r ry Friends Network is in desperate need of a Cargo Van or Mini-Va n .
If you have a van in good condition, and are looking 
for a great tax write-off, please consider donating
to FFN. We rely on the use of these vans to
t r a n s p o rt precious animals from high-kill shelters
to their loving foster homes. You truly would 
be saving countless lives!  Please email
f u r ry f r i e n d s n e t @ a o l . c o m if you would like to
learn more about how you can help.

Zella &Joey 
(siblings a p p rox. 9 mos. old) A kind heart
rescued us. We are both sweet hearts! My foster
mom says we are the most affectionate kitties
e ver! If you are looking for cats who want to be
a round you and want to show their love for yo u ,
then these two are for you. They thrive on
attention and have pleasant, gentle dispositions.
We have had all vaccinations, dew o r m i n g ,
flea/tick pre ve n t a t i ve and have tested negative for
Fe LV / F I V. We have also been spayed. Oh, and
we only want to live indoors. We tried that
outdoor thing, and it was not fun at all. So ,
please complete an application to adopt one or
m o re of us!

Adoption application, adoption fee and spay/
neuter deposit required. Application can be
completed online at www. f u r ry f r i e n d s n e t w o rk . c o m

Look under HOW TO ADOPT If you adopt
two kitties together, the second adoption fee
is 1/2 off!
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The Corner Stones for Building a Solid Dog House – 
Basic Obedience & Leadership
Terri Bullers, Canine Counselor and FFN Foster Mom

T he first topic I was going to write about
and submit to FFN to post in their
n ewsletter was going to address the issue

of Separation Anxiety. After I began to gather my
thoughts to write the article, I changed my mind.
I decided that I was jumping ahead to addre s s i n g
a canine behavior problem instead of first offer-
ing recommendations to avoid behavior pro b l e m s
in the first place. I re a l i zed that almost all the
canine behavior problems I have helped dog
owners and dog foster parents to find a solution
for dealt with advising the dog owner to imple-
ment a Leadership Program and teach the dog
Basic Obedience. Other things went into the
t reatment plan, but the heart of it invo l ved work-
ing on the dynamics of the existing re l a t i o n s h i p
b e t ween the dog and the ow n e r. 

It is only natural we approach a relationship with
our canine companion the same way we appro a c h
a relationship with a family member or friend.
The problem is your dog is from the species
“ C a n i n e” and you are from the species “Hu m a n” .
Your dog’s ancestor was the wolf. The wolf live s
in a ve ry organized pack that has a ve ry clear
h i e r a rchy (pecking order). The alpha male and
female call the shots and the pack tows the line.
Su rv i val of the pack depended on it. Man in his
w o n d e rful wisdom decided, I should take the
wolf and breed into it what I need to help me
with my workload. Viola! Dogs developed to
hunt, track, round up sheep and even kill ro d e n t s .
When man no longer needed the dog for work-
load (welcome to modern times), the dog began

to become embedded into our family life. He
became our canine companion, living inside our
home. That is when things went a little crazy for
the dog. Dog owners began to apply human-to-
human dynamics to a human to canine re l a t i o n-
s h i p. Dogs no longer had ample exe rcise nor did
they need to serve man in accomplishing his work-
load. That is when the canine behavior pro b l e m s
s t a rted to take off like a racecar at Indy 500. 

Dogs re q u i re a firm but kind leader to keep the
pack in harmony and stress free. It is only fair that
you as the guardian of your dog accept the re s p o n-
sibility to send him the message eve rything is
under control. A Leadership Program helps yo u
to communicate to the dog you accept the ro l e
of pack leader. Leadership is shown in the little
things you do with your dog. When you feed yo u r
dog, make him sit for his dinner. W h e n he wants
to go for a walk, make him sit while you put the
leash on. You would not let your child throw a
baseball in the house or jump on the couch till
he breaks the springs would you? So why let
your dog act like a spoiled rotten toddler?

Foster parents the worst thing you can do to a
dog under your care is not expect him to behave
like a good canine citizen. Loving him and build-
ing up his confidence is a wonderful gift to give ,
but babying him and letting him not respect yo u
as a leader only makes the road to his fore ve r
home harder to travel. 

Basic Obedience works hand in hand with a
Leadership Program. Basic Obedience is designed

to give the dog owner a communication tool to
use with his dog. Dogs do not respond to com-
munication in sentence form like us humans.
If you walk over to a dog and say “Spot please sit
while I pay the doggie food bill”. He would
could cock his head to one side and look at yo u
like huh? But if your dog was taught the basic
obedience command sit-stay, well now you are
talking his language. He actually learned the
sound tone and will understand what you want
(after you take the time to teach him). Ba s i c
obedience takes the confusion out of
communicating to your dog. Basic obedience
classes are offered in your area all the time.
Attend a basic obedience class in your local are a .
Your dog will have a blast meeting fellow
canines. I think you will have some fun too!
Nothing can be funnier than watching eve ryo n e
w o rking on teaching their dog his first sit or stay.
You re a l i ze you are not alone in the learning
p rocess. The goal of the class instructor will be to
teach you how to c o m m unicate in an efficient
and effective manner to your dog. 

Check out http://www. d o g g i e u . a d d r.com to
learn more about the different doggie classes
o f f e red to you and your dog.

In summary, I can’t emphasize enough the impor-
tance of implementing a Leadership Pro g r a m
and teaching your dog Basic Ob e d i e n c e . If yo u
h a ve any questions or comments re g a rding my
a rticle feel free to contact me at doghelp@pa.net.
Stay tuned the next article will address Se p a r a t i o n
A n x i e t y. Thanks and have a dog gone good day!

Arrington is still looking for his forever
home! He is a handsome and lovable 11/2 year old Norweigen
Ekhound/ Lab mix. He loves to be loved and will give love.
He will sit for long periods of time on your lap. He is great
with adults and children and would do best in a home with
another female dog or submissive male. Arrington is house
trained, crate trained and knows basic commands. He would
love to go to obedience school to refine his wonderful
qualities and learn more. He is a very smart dog with lots of
love to give! He has been neutered, is heartworm negative
(and started on preventative) and is current on vaccines.
Please complete an application if interested in Arrington!
Adoption application, home visit and adoption fee required.
If you would like to apply for adoption, please complete the
online application at www.furryfriendsnetwork.com
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W ith enthusiasm, some costumes, 
and a few foster dogs in tow, ove r
50 bowlers came to Trindle Bow l ,

Mechanicsburg, on Ma rch 20th for the third
annual Fu r ry Friends Ne t w o rk Bow l - a - T h o n .

As they dined on Utz snacks and delicious
sandwiches, bowlers and other Fu r ry Friends sup-
p o rters purchased raffle tickets, hoping to win at
least one of the over 70 donated prizes decorating
six tables. From ove rf l owing goody baskets to
g e n e rous gift certificates, each person had a num-
ber of chances to bring home a special gift.

After the bow l i n g
began, the fun be-
came pro n o u n c e d
as laughter (and
some groans) rang
t h rough “Fu r ry
Friends Wi n g” of
the bow l i n g a l l e y.

To eve ryo n e’s
surprise, W H P T V

Channel 21 arrived as the games began. After
i n t e rv i ewing Angelique Caffre y, Bow l - a - T h o n
Chairperson, the cameraman took footage of
b owlers (and one adorable puppy) for the eleve n
o’clock new s .

Halfway through the three-hour Bow l - a - T h o n ,
the door prizes we re given away. Nadine Ba s h o re
and Marisa Bi rd seemed to have a lucky stre a k
going, causing some to playfully declare, “It’s
f i xed!” The grand prizes we re especially sought
after and included a beautiful, one-of-a-kind art
print, “The Boxer and The Kitten”, signed by a
local artist (who was also a bowler—thank yo u ,
To n i ! )

Other prizes we re given to “Babes with Ba l l s” for
the best team name; “The Wowdy Wo o f e r s” for
the best dressed team; and Jeff Dellinger for

highest score .
Named Gu t t e r
Ball Queen and
King we re De n i s e
Rush and To m
Fre d e r i c k .

Noted Caffre y,
“This eve n t
c o u l d n’t have
happened without
all the tre m e n d o u s
s u p p o rt from the volunteers and bowlers.” 

“All the prize donations we re amazing and we’re
still getting thank you emails from part i c i p a n t s .
We really appreciated all the time and energy
spent on the Bowl-a-Thon and hope to have as
much fun next ye a r. ”

This ye a r’s Bowl-a-Thon raised approx i m a t e l y
$2,500 to support Fu r ry Friends Ne t w o rk. 
The monies will help offset outstanding
ve t e r i n a ry bills.

Fu r ry Friends Ne t w o rk President Robin Schere r
summed up eve ryo n e’s positive feelings in her
thank you email written later that day: “HATS
off to all of you for your dedication to the
mission of ending the plight of endless pets. 
One day we will get there, but what in the world
will we do with all of our time? Hmmm …
Maybe bowl?!? See you next ye a r !

Bowl-a-thon Mania!

Remember Furry Friends Network's 2006 Annual Bowl-a-Thon!

Look for more information in upcoming editions.  

Your help and continued support is needed.

See Spot Sit… See Spot
Lay Down. Good Spot! Spot is currently
attending basic obedience class with his foster
mom to become a good canine citizen that
everyone likes to be around. He walks nice on
leash. He has been attending events were
multiple puppies and dogs are all around him
and he just handles it all like a pro. This dog
has a very even temperament and great
disposition. Now all he needs to make his life
complete is his very own forever home. Spot
would be a great second dog. Heck he may
even teach his new K9 sibling a thing or two
about canine manners! After all he is attending
class at Doggie "U" in Dillsburg, PA :O)
Adoption application, home visit and adoption
fee required. If you would like to apply for
adoption, please complete the online
application atwww.furryfriendsnetwork.com
Look under HOW TO ADOPT.

Furry Friends Network is now

your source for official Lupine

Collars. They are available for

purchase at Doggie U in

Dillsburg, PA or by emailing

furryfriendsnet@aol.com 

These  beautiful collars and

leashes are sure to make your

special furry friend stand out

in any crowd.  The best thing

is they are guaranteed for life

(even if chewed).
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My adopted dog Brock
Sharon McTa v i s h

I h a ve always loved Cocker Spaniels. They just
look so cute! My best buddy, a Cocker
named Khaki, was put down in Ja n u a ry ’04.

He was 15. He couldn’t walk, had to be hand
fed, had many medical problems, and the time
had come. It was hard. I didn’t even want to
think about another dog for a long time. 

Missing Khaki, eve ry once in a while when I was
on my PC, I would do searches at petfinder. c o m
and check out Cockers waiting for a home.
I wanted to be ve ry careful (if I ever did get
another one) to make sure it was really nice and
would “fit in”. If you know Cockers, you know
some can have an “attitude.” My Khaki had a
little attitude, but even though I loved him ve ry,
ve ry much, not eve ry one else did!

Each Cocker I found online, I made an excuse to
pass up. I guess I didn’t want another dog ye t .
Then I started sending an occasional link to my
daughter to show her how cute each was and
h ow so many we re waiting to be adopted. On e
day she got in on the action. She emailed back
with a link for “Bro c k” and said I should check
him out, he seems just right. I said “not yet,” but
she said “I will fill out the application for yo u”
and typed it up right then and sent it to Fu r ry
Friends Ne t w o rk .

Be f o re I knew it, I was contacted by Sa l l y
Cammack (FFN foster home) for some
information. I was amazed at the depth of the
b a c k g round and re f e rence checks. (That should
be done for people expecting children). Be f o re
I k n ew it, my son and I we re at her house to
meet Brock. He seemed just right except one
p roblem: he has allergies and lots of them
(molds, trees, grasses, house dust and cotton).
Sally had him checked by a veterinarian that
s p e c i a l i zes in allergies. She said I would have to
g i ve him a shot eve ry three weeks for the rest of
his life. Well, that was something to really think
about. Not sure I can do that, and not sure
I want to spend that kind of money since I am
single and supporting a disabled son.

Then I started thinking about how Brock re a l l y
needed the care and it how difficult it would be
for him to find a good home with his pro b l e m .
I k n ew my son Sean liked him too. I decided to
let Sally bring him to my house for a visit so
I could think about it some more. At first,

I expected him to walk in and that I would love
him just like Khaki. It didn’t happen. Brock was
another little fellow that had his own looks and
own personality. I was ve ry hesitant. 

After a lot of thought, I decided this little guy
needed a home, and I really did want him.
I adopted him in Nove m b e r. I have only had
him 4 months now, but already he has wormed
his way into eve ryo n e’s heart. He is the swe e t e s t ,
best behaved little guy we could have gotten. 

At the time of his rescue, Brock was ve ry, ve ry
thin. I often wonder if he had to surv i ve on trash
bag contents in his past life, given his behavior
when we pass them on our walks. Most dogs
s h ow interest in trash, but when Brock sees a
bag, he makes a running, desperate dive for it.
How sad. He also gets extremely anxious when
I am in the kitchen cooking or getting his food
re a d y. We are working on “sit, stay” until his
food is re a d y. Sometimes I think he is going to
burst if I don’t hurry and get the food dow n !
I guess in the past, he often didn’t know when
his next meal would be.

Even though he is a really good doggie, I signed
us up for doggie school. I thought school would
g i ve us good time together, and we could work
on a few manners. We went to eve ry class, and
e ven though I didn’t get to spend as much time
as I wanted doing the home training, he did

catch onto things fast—either he is
really smart or he had some training
in his first home. Who could have let
this little guy go? It breaks my heart
to think about it. 

T h e re must have been a truck in his
past life. Eve ry time he hears a loud
t ruck going past the house, he flies
up on the couch to look out the
w i n d ow. Now, my son says he does
the same when I am gone. He will
stand with his hind legs on the
couch and front paws up over the
top watching out the window for me
to come home… and one day Bro c k
fell asleep in that position! Bro c k
bonded quickly—he wants to keep
this good thing going in his life!

Brock loves our routine, and looks
f o rw a rd to our walk around our

block eve ry morning and eve ry evening. On the
morning walk, we pass a school bus stop where
kids are waiting. He always pauses and turns
s e veral times to glance through the kids. He has
to be looking for someone that was special. Eve n
though this little guy was neglected and abused
I think there must have been children that we re
kind to him. 

His allergy shots are a little scary for me, but he
has gotten them all. I just learned I should smear
peanut butter on the refrigerator to keep him
busy while giving it to him! It is getting easier.

Today Brock went for a grooming and took his
own special shampoo along from his allergist.
Things are going really well and he is so good.
He has lots of toys, is (too) well fed, exe rc i s e d ,
h a p p y, has neighborhood doggie group friends,
f o l l ows me eve ry w h e re, and best of all, he is
t reated well and loved by eve ryone. I look
f o rw a rd to many years with this little bundle
o f l ove .

If you have a Happy Beginning story
you would like to share for our website
or future newsletters, please email
furryfriendsnet@aol.com



Please mail donations to Furry Friends Network | 290 Fairview Street | Carlisle, PA  17013

Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/ST/Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________ Email (optional): __________________________________________________

Donations are tax deductible under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.

D O N AT I O N F O R M
✁

D O N AT I O N F O R M

Furry Friends Network
290 Fairview Street
Carlisle, PA  17013

Thank you so much for caring about the animals. We are thankful for your support, 
and want you to know that all donations—large and small—help your furry friends,
one and all!

Here's a gift of love to help the animals and all the work of Furry Friends Network.

I'm enclosing ❑ $45.00 ❑ $100.00 ❑ $150.00
❑ Other __________  to help the work of Furry Friends Network


