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NONPROFIT NEEDS HOST FAMILIES

Sky Ark Inc., a nonprofit organization There is never a flight fee charged to the

a change of plans and Sky Ark scrambles for

based in Colorado, arranges free air requesting group or individual (of course, a last-minute place to stay.

transportation for animals throughout donations are accepted). To reduce operating

the United States on either its own aircraft expenses while on missions, Sky Ark pilots
or with other pilots and aircraft owners. and sometimes their passengers try to stay
The service is for the transportation of with hosts who offer lodging for the night.
service animals, or animals or birds in need The accommodations don't have to be

of medical care. Sky Ark also provides air fancy—the alternative is a sleeping bag in
transport for rescued animals from shelters the airport lounge or spending money at as
and wildlife to rescue centers or medical cheap a motel as can be found. Usually, the

facilities, as well as for retired greyhounds to ~ request for lodging is made a few days ahead
adoptive homes. of the need, but occasionally weather forces

If you would like to volunteer lodging for
this organization, please contact

Cara Russell at cara@skyark.org or call her
at 719-395-8331. Let her know any
restrictions you may have (no cats allowed,
must share a bed with a Golden Retriever)
and what airport you are closest to.

Inthe Spot Lignt

hanna and her brother Shane are
SS—year—oId Black Lab/Border Collie

mixes that had a very isolated and sad
existence before they came into the Furry
Friends program. They were chained to a
stone wall with no shelter. They were never
taken to a vet, never had a bath, never had
their nails trimmed, never played with a
toy, never were in a car and never even
named. Their previous owner did not feed
them everyday since he honestly thought
they didnt need to be. When food was
given to them, it was thrown on the
ground. Their water bowl was a trough that
filled up with rainwater. They only had
minimal contact with four people their
whole lives. Shane has permanent hair loss
around his neck since wire cutters had to be
used to free him. Shane was adopted in
October to a great home. Shanna is still
available for adoption and has been
fostered since October 1 in a home with
adults, a child, cats and dogs and gets along
well with everybody. Shanna has an
extremely gentle personality. She is very

quiet and calm and never jumps up on you.
She has the run of her foster home and has
never chewed anything or had any potty
accidents. She does not need to be crated at
all. Unfortunately, she did become a
product of her former environment and

very easily, especially when outside. She is
not even remotely interested in playing
with dog toys or even chewing on a bone.
The foster home is working with her on
these things. Shanna has never snarled or
growled at anything even though she had
the right not to trust humans. She is just

content to sit right by you and is longing
for a permanent, loving, stable home where
she can receive the love and dedication she
deserves. People say she has a sad look on
her face, but wouldn't you as well if you had
to endure what she did? She has made great
strides since the beginning of October and
will attach herself to you very quickly. She
craves security and will need a person who
is willing to help her overcome her shyness.
Once she has your trust, she will greet you
at the door and wag her tail when you walk
in. She has had complete vet care including
a teeth cleaning, current vaccinations and
was spayed. Her foster mom is a groomer
and has made Shanna fresh and clean.
This dog still has many years to live and
needs to find a permanent home. If you
would like any more information, please
email her foster mom, Denise, at
labluvr@comcast.net and a reply will be
given to you. Or, if you would like to fill
out an adoption application on her, please
contact furryfriendsnetwork.com and look
under “how to adopt”.
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Pat Dravk has been with FFN for a
few years. She co-chairs the special
events and fund raising committees.
ANYONE that has come to any of our

— Christmas Angel, Holiday Volunteer—

events or adoptathons has seen, and

| am sure, met Pat. She is there early
unloading her van, cash register, tents
and TONS of hot dogs!!! She is also
usually up late the night before
running to the store and baking food.
She is always the last one to leave after
cleaning and packing everything up.

Pat also scheduled FFN as the first
rescue to be at Malec 's Pet Store in
Lemoyne. She belongs to the Central
Pensylvania Animal Alliance, which is
working with shelters to become
no-kill. Pat also keeps us abreast of
political issues from the group and
sends out notices for the picketing

of stores that sell animals from
puppy mills.

Pat volunteers at the Humane
Society of Harrisburg. She had the
idea of a Pity Party for the shelter to
make people aware of the plight of
pit bulls. She has brought several
dogs from the shelter to our events
for exposure. In addition she has 2
dogs of her own, both that were
rescued. She does home visits, picks
up animals and helps fosters. Pat is
tireless in her efforts to help animals
that can't help themselves. She is one
of many Christmas Angels that help
the animals.

OPERATION CATNIP GETS A BOOST

FFN and PAWS have joined to make a $1500.00 donation to CPAA's Operation Cat Nip to assist with the
program. Operation CatNip provides free spay/neuter to low income qualified individuals and feral cat
caretakers. You can find a tentative schedule of 2004 clinics in the November 3 CPAA Alert.

The next CPAA meeting will be held Tuesday, December 9, at 7:00 pm
at Isaac's in Lemoyne. Discussion will focus on collaborative efforts
to create a no-kill community in Central Pennsylvania.

PET FOOD DRIVE BEGINS

ring some holiday cheer to pets of

families in need by supporting

CPAA holiday pet food drive.
Donations of canned and dry cat and dog
food and cat litter will be accepted
beginning Black Friday through December
30. CPAA hopes to lighten the economic
load of pet owners facing financial hardship
and thereby keep more companion animals
home for the holidays this year. Donations
will be distributed to needy families with
the help of local outreach organizations,
including food banks and meals on wheels.
Cat food will also be distributed to
caretakers supporting feral cat colonies.

Drop off locations to date include:

Camp Hill: Kylie's Canine Treats, 933
Kranzel Drive

Carlisle: Carlisle Small Animal Veterinary
Clinic, Shady Lane and Route 11

Dillsburg: Sunshine Aromatherapy, South
Village Shops, 11 North US Route 15

Harrisburg: Fox’s Market, 3812 Union
Deposit Road; PetsMart, 4200 Derry Street

Hershey: Fox’s Market, 731 Cherry Drive

Lebanon: Dee’s Pooch Parlor, 623 Maple
Street; Feather and Fin, 829 Bowman
Street; Glamorous K-9s and Felines Too!
Pet Grooming, 906 Kimmerlings Rd.;
Ray’s Vacuum Center, Cedar Crest Square,
Rt. 72 South

Lemoyne: Style Unlimited, 656 State Street

Lewisberry: Allen’s Auto Sales and Service,
Pinetown and Sawmill Roads; DL Tuttle &
Son, 901 Old Rossville Road

Mechanicsburg: Colour Forte’ Salon, 4720
Carlisle Pike; JL Ruth Electric Inc, 22 East
Locust Street (9 am to 4 pm only);
PetsMart, 5900 Carlisle Pike; Superpetz,
4833 Carlisle Pike

Middletown: Fox’s Market, 101 South
Union Street

New Cumberland: Tegs Canine Clippery,
309 Bridge Street

Palmyra: Ray’s Vacuum Center, 20
Londonderry Square

York: The York Daily Record, 122 South
George Street

New Beginnings

KEEP YOUR PET HEALTHY!

Tres Hanley (tres@caninesincrisis.org)

he holidays are supposed to be a

happy time, but they can turn

disastrous. Here is a list of common
holiday items, foods and cold weather
dangers to help you and your pet have a
safe and happy holiday!

TINSEL and TREE ORNAMENTS:
Tinsel has no direct toxic effects, but it can
cause gastrointestinal blockage that can be
life-threatening. Cats seem to love tinsel.
Styrofoam in ornaments or packaging
presents the same threat. And bubble lights
contain methylene chloride, a moderately
toxic solvent. Chewing one bubble light is
unlikely to cause much of a toxic problem,
but worry more about the glass or plastic
that the animal might ingest. Tree
preservatives themselves are not particularly
toxic, but sugar-based preservatives may
become hosts to bacterial growth over a
period of time, and the bacteria may sicken
a thirsty cat or dog.

BATTERIES: Dogs that chew on batteries
risk acid burns in the mouth and physical
damage from shards of metal. The smaller
“putton” batteries, although they are
unlikely to be punctured, can lodge in a
pet’s esophagus. X-rays will reveal the
whereabouts of batteries, which may have
to be surgically removed.

MISTLETOE: Especially mistletoe berries,
can be very toxic to cats and dogs.
Fortunately, most commercially available
mistletoe substitutes plastic berries for the
real thing. Holly leaves and berries can
cause gastrointestinal irritation, vomiting
and diarrhea; however, animals rarely
swallow many leaves because the tough,
pointed leaves are difficult to chew. Greens
such as balsam and pine, while not strictly
toxic, also can cause minor irritation for
munching pets. The long-time fear of
poinsettia plants can be traced to reports of
a poinsettia variety that is native to Hawaii;
most poinsettia varieties that are sold at
holiday time are less toxic, and at worst will
cause irritation of the mouth, excess salivation
and perhaps vomiting. But some of the
increasingly popular potted bulbs in the lily
family can cause kidney failure in cats.

ALCOHOL: When you are looking away
could your curious pet take a sip out of

your spiked eggnog? While small amounts
of alcohol in drinks won't cause a problem
for pets, somewhat more of the depressant
will. Three ounces of liquor in a 10-15 Ib.
animal can depress its nervous system and
stop its breathing. Dont change a pet’s
diet because it’s holiday time—and that
includes alcohol.”

FATTY MEAT and TURKEY/CHICKEN
SKIN and those deadly BONES: If you
think the best way to a dog’s heart is
through food, think again. Foods high in
fat—such as the table scraps that we
humans cut away from our meats—can
cause canine pancreatitis and gastroenteritis,
serious and potentially fatal conditions.
Pancreatitis or inflammation of the pancreas
can result in a complete loss of appetite,
frequent vomiting, diarrhea that may
contain blood, weakness and abdominal
pain (apparent through whimpering and
restlessness). The reactions can range from
barely noticeable to a severe shock-like
collapse that can result in death. These
conditions can occur after raids on garbage
cans, also. Gastroenteritis is inflammation
of the stomach and intestines’ lining and
has similar symptoms. These cases often
require hospitalization and fluid
replacement. And just in case you think
turkey bones are safe, owner beware: turkey
bones, like chicken bones, can be just as
deadly if given.

ONIONS: Many table scraps also contain
onion that can be toxic for a dog, especially
smaller pooches. Onions can cause hemolytic

anemia, a condition that destroys a dog’s

red blood cells, according to Dr. Kathy
Michel of the University of Pennsylvania
School of Veterinary Medicine. An onion-
poisoned dog will become lethargic, develop
breathing difficulties and will have pale
gums (check around the teeth). Fortunately,
the toxins will pass through the dog’s
system, but until then, he or she may need
a blood transfusion.

CHOCOLATE: It may seem like the best
treat of all, but it can be deadly. All
chocolate, with its caffeine and related
chemical called theobromine, can raise your
dog’s heart rate to beat abnormally. It can
cause seizures that will eventually lead to a
coma. Baking or dark chocolate is the
deadliest—about nine times more toxic
than milk chocolate. A chocolate-poisoned
pooch will vomit, urinate more than usual,
have diarrhea, and show hyperactivity.
Carob is safe! And never give pets sugar.

TEFLON COOKWARE: Dont use Teflon
pans if you have BIRDS in the house. A
recent study found many birds have died
from the fumes emitted from Teflon
cookware when they were used. Birds as far
as 3 rooms away have succumbed to the
invisible vapors given off by them.

There are many items that can be
dangerous to pets-too many to fully list
here—they include yeast dough, coffee
(grounds, beans, chocolate covered espresso
beans), tea (caffeine), grapes, raisins, salt,
macadamia nuts, hops (used in home beer
brewing), tomato leaves and stems (green
parts), tomato leaves and stems (green
parts), rhubarb leaves, avocados (toxic to
birds, mice, rabbits, horses, cattle, and dairy
goats), cigarettes, cigars, snuff, chewing
tobacco. Avoid Spinach, Swiss Chard, and
Rhubarb: While these are not toxic, they are
high in oxalic acid, a compound that
interferes with calcium absorption, so dont
feed these very often.

For a full list please visit
www.canineisncrisis.org and go to the
DIET page. On that page you will find a
link for FOODS TO AVOID for you to
print out. There are many dangerous
ones—some might surprise you!

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

As to gifts for your pets that could be
dangerous—the number one is
RAWHIDE. Give Rawhides only from time
to time, and most importantly—buy only
from HIDES made in the USA as others
are dusted with arsenic during processing.
Arsenic builds up in the body & is toxic
over time causing health problems.

Never let a dog chew rawhide bones
unsupervised—they can choke on them
especially when only small pieces remain.
Better and safer alternatives are NYLABONES
and longer lasting BULLYSTICKS.

ANTIFREEZE: A deadlier form of alcohol
may lurk in the driveway or garage, where
automotive antifreeze has been drained
from radiators. As little as a tablespoon of
ethylene glycol antifreeze can kill a cat, and
a couple of ounces can kill a dog. The
sugar-sweet taste of ethylene glycol is
particularly tempting to dogs. Owners
should dispose of the material properly and
see to it that neighbors do, too.

ROCK SALT: And safety-minded parents
who don't want Santa to slip on the ice may

cause minor irritation for pets if they scatter
rock salt, made of calcium chloride. Rock
salt can cause irritation of animals’ paws,

or if they eat the salt, in their mouths

and stomachs.

Pet first aid for rock salt ingestion is simple,
Give them a small meal, and maybe some
water or maybe some milk, and everything
should be fine.

KEEP ANIMALS AWAY FROM
LAMPPOSTS: When the snow melts and
contacts the salt, there can be electricity
leakage and small animals can be
electrocuted. Also, before you take your dog
for a walk you might want to cover the
bottoms of their paws with Musher's Secret
(pet stores should sell it). It's made in
Canada and stops those irritating snowballs
that clog up their paws and gives some
protection against the salt. If you can't find
it try online or some Vaseline as a standby
and cheaper alternative!

Most important always have a 24 hour
emergency veterinary phone number at
hand in case you must induce vomiting.
OR better yet call the National ASPCA
POISON HOTLINE at 888-426-4435.

Have a charge card ready and for $45 you
speak to a vet that can save your pets life. |
have used them myself recently. Our newly
adopted 5-month-old pup we suspected
scoffed off the street what looked like a
‘peach pit’ to us. Not to take chances with
her life and for peace of mind, We
IMMEDIATELY ran home and called the
hotline above. We followed the vets simple
instructions to induce vomiting. \We were
right to call as our pup brought up one
entire peach pit! The vet informed us she
would have died about 24- 48 hours later as
it would have blocked her intestine. Now
we always keep bread, hydrogen peroxide,
milk and the hotline phone number in our
house and the instructions the vet gave us!
That phone called saved our pups life, a trip
to the vet and all for only $45! When in
doubt don't hesitate. Call them!

Now... Just be sure to save a glass of that
milk for Santa. And keep his cookies out of
your pets reach!

A Safe and Healthy Holiday and
NEW YEAR to ALL!

For more health tips visit
WWW.caninesincrisis.org

2004

Bonus Books

CANDLE FUNDRAISER

The 2004 Bonus Books are
now on sale for $25 per book. Please contact
Denise at labluvr@comcast.net to purchase one.

The Bonus Book coupons are valid
right now, you do not need to wait until
2004 to start using them.

Just a reminder that the Pocono Candle fundraiser is an
ongoing monthly event. The orders and the money are due
by the 30th of each month. The candles are delivered
around the 15th of the following month. WWe must have our
money collected BEFORE the order is sent in. If anyone
can take the order forms into their workplace to generate
more orders, that would be greatly appreciated.

To get an order form and scent list email
Denise at labluvr@comcast.net

NEWSLETTER

Anyone who would like to
contribute to our newsletter please email information to Sarah
at poleks@erols.com Please be sure to type FFN NEWSLETTER
in the subject line of ALL emails.

Thank you!

New Beginnings

MY LIFE AS A
TEENAGE FOSTER DOG

Carolyn Kocman

Chapter 1: NOOOOOOOOO0000!

Chapter 2: Stop it!

Chapter 3: Hey, get down!

Chapter 4: Drop that!

Chapter 5: Hey, get back here!

Chapter 6: NOOOOOOOO0O000O0!
(again)

Chapter 7: This place is GREAT!

All of our sweeties appreciate the time and
effort it takes to teach them. Believe it or
not, they really DO want to learn. They
also want to make us happy.

On behalf of all of our fosters, I wish you a
happy and healthy holiday season!

DOG PARK TO RELOCATE
Due to the ~—
overwhelming h
success of the

Beacon Hill dog

park, which draws frequent users from as
far away as Carlisle, Hershey and York, the
Board of Commissioners of Lower Allen
Township last week decided to relocate the
park to the larger Community Park on
Lisburn Road. This relocation will result in
a slightly larger dog park—uwith small and
large dog areas—and offers a different
atmosphere with a pond, creek and nature
trails to walk (of course with your dog on a
leash). Beacon Hill will remain open until
the process to relocate begins. At that time,
the fencing will come down to be used at
Lower Allen Community Park. Total
downtime should be a week or less.

Because of the demonstrated need and
demand, a second and larger "regional™
park, potentially to be located off of St.
John's Road (off Slate Hill Road) is being
considered. An independent committee has
formed and already has begun fundraising
efforts. Anyone interested in helping the
committee, Parks for Pooches, should email
Vicki at vab1961@yahoo.com. The goal is
to raise at least $20,000 for the new park.
Tax-deductible donations can be made to
Lower Allen Township (memo: dog park or
Parks for Pooches) and sent to Karen
MacKay at Lower Allen Township, 1993
Hummel Avenue, Camp Hill, PA 17011.

FFN has opened it's arms to a
10-year-old Cocker named
Petey. He was taken to the
Harrisburg Humane Society
after his "mom" died. What a
dirty trick ! He is a lovely boy,
as sweet as sugar. Petey came to
his foster mom, Michele Avery,
with ticks, ears infected and the
most horrible smell! ... Hence
the name “Our Stinky Petey !”

He had been at the HS for
8 days. At his vet visit it was

Check him out on the FFN website.

Donations can be mailed to...
FFN Petey Fund

290 Fairview Street

Carlisle, PA 17013

discovered that he had a mass —— : -
on his front leg that needs to be removed. We are praying for Petey. As you know,
vet bills are slamming FFN lately. Please find it in your heart to make a donation
to the “Petey Fund”. No amount is too small. Please keep Petey in your prayers.

FPetey

_—_

...or meet Petey and make a donation when
FFN is at Petsmart on Dec. 14, 20, or 21.

LOCAL EVENTS

FURRY FRIENDS NETWORK

Help Homeless Animals Find
Their HOME FOR THE
HOLIDAYS!

"Home 4 the Holidays Super
Pet Adoptathons"

DECEMBER 6

10:00 am - 9:00 pm

Gettysburg Village Factory
Stores, Rts 15 and 97, sponsored
by the Adams County SPCA

and CPAA

DECEMBER 13

9:00 am - 9:00 pm

Malec's Pets, West Shore Plaza,
Lemoyne, sponsored by CPAA

DECEMBER 14 & 21

Pet photos with Santa. This
will be held at the WS Petsmart,
located on the Carlisle Pike in
Mechanicsburg. We will be
having “spectacular” bake sale

on those dates too. Please
contact Pat if you will be able
to bake for these events.

MARCH 28, 2004

Kibble & Alley Cat
Bowl-a-thon at Trindle Lanes.
More info to come!

H-BURG HUMANE SOCIETY

MONTH LONG

ACTIVITIES FOR DECEMBER
Tis the season to remember

our four-legged friends when
purchasing holiday presents and
making end of year charitable
donations.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
Holiday Open House
(Both shelters)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
Employee Appreciation Day
(Both shelters)
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